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 Every Fourth of July, I find myself thinking that the fireworks, the symphonies, and the picnics 

are a bit over the top.  Then I remember an experience I had when I was a teenager.  This was during the 

late 1970’s when Northern Ireland was going through a long violent conflict between the Roman Catho-

lic Northern Irish and the Unionist (British) Northern Irish Protestants.  It lasted from about the late 

1960’s to 1998, though some violent episodes still occur.  The war was played out largely in the streets 

of Belfast, Northern Ireland, and they were politely called “The Troubles.” 

A Roman Catholic priest named Father Kerry Waterstone started a program called “The Ulster 

Project,” which came to my hometown in south Louisiana in 1977.  He wanted some Ulster teens to see 

the American melting pot and how diversity was accepted in the USA.  He had no idea how diversity 

was struggling in south Louisiana, yet he provided conversation groups for the various Louisiana cul-

tures and brought some healing to some old wounds.  Twenty-eight Northern Irish teens were matched 

up with 28 Louisiana teens.  Half were Roman Catholic, and half were Protestant.  As soon as we could 

understand their very fast and lilting accents, we were captivated by their stories.  Most of them had lost 

a relative from a car bomb.  Some of the remaining relatives had run off to join a military or paramilitary 

group to join the fight.  None of the kids could remember the last time they had seen a movie.  All the 

theaters had been bombed out years ago.  These Northern Irish teens found it odd that you could go into 

a grocery store without being frisked for a gun.  When we took them to a Fourth of July celebration, 

most of them hit the ground at the sound of the first firecracker.  Many Northern Irish Catholics and 

Protestants became friends with one another while they were in the US, but were afraid of being beat up 

at home in Belfast, if they were seen together.  When they returned home, they met secretly to keep up 

their newfound friendships.  The term they used for the United States of America was “Vacationland.”  

Compared to what they had been through, we couldn’t argue with them.  Enjoy your holiday! 

 

Peace,  

                                                            Kristine 



 

EVERYONE   
is invited to the 

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL GATHERING 
(Cursillo Ultreya) 

at 6:30 pm on 

July 22nd 
at FIRST CENTRAL Presbyterian 
Church, 400 Orange, in ABILENE, 
Texas, with Jo Bright & Mary K. 

Haffner as the hostesses. 
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July Birthdays   
 

  1—Brooklyn Grace Johnson 
  3—David Shanafelt 
  4—Lefty Cleveland 
  6—Katherine Flanery 
  9—Lily Lewis 
11—Michael Kerr 
15—Wanda Gray 
17—Amber Sullivan 
         Robert Gaines 
18 —B. J. Mann 
19 —James Chenevert 
20 —Pam Veltkamp 
25—Frances Barnes 
31—Mallory Gozdanovic 
 

July Anniversaries 
 

  6—Cary & Mary Cooke 
26—Robert & Pat Gaines 
30—Gordon & Valerie Obert 

 

Happy Birthday!  Happy Anniversary! 

If you are celebrating your birthday or anniversary this 

month, please be sure to attend the 2nd Sunday,  

July 11th, fellowship.  

 Your Westminster family wants celebrate with you . 

                                Presbyterian Women                               
                                

              Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday, July 20th, at 

 10:00 a.m. in the home of Sally Carthel, 3157 South 20th, to preview 

the new Bible study  Journeys Through Revelation Apocalyptic Hope for Today  by 

Barbara R. Rossing.  A light lunch will be provided.  See you there! 

    

 Dates  and  Events to Remember! 

WHY not 

Feed the HUNGRY 
each and every Sunday  

by placing YOUR donations of non-
perishable 

 food items and cash money in the 
grocery cart 

 located in the Narthex! 
YOUR much needed, and greatly  

appreciated, donations  
will go to the PRESBYERIAN FOOD 

PANTRY which 
 serves hundreds of needy Abilene 

families each year. 

         Sow the SEEDS! 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO GRADUATES 

 

Becca Merrill graduated from Cooper High School and will be 

attending McMurry University in the fall. 

 

David Shanafelt graduated from Austin College in 2009 and will  

be attending Arizona State University working toward a  

Master’s Degree in Biology. 

 

Rodney Price’s grandson, Jordan Gibbs, graduated valedictorian 

from Jim Ned High School and will be attending Texas Tech. 
 

 

REAGAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED 

 
Each year Westminster furnishes school supplies for Reagan Elemen-

tary School.  The first day of school is August 23rd.  Please bring any 

school supplies that you can share to the Ice Cream Social on Sun-

day, August 22nd at 5:00 p.m.  Beginning July 25th there will be a 

box in the Narthex for school supplies.   

WESTWIND DEADLINE 

+++ July 19th — next due date! 

12:00 noon+++ 
 

If you have anything you wish to be included in the next Westwind, please send the items by e-

mail to the church office: office@wpcabilene.org  or put  them in the Westwind  box.   Thanks! 
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Palo Duro Presbyteryôs 

PRESBYTERIAN CURSILLO 
 

In Palo Duro Presbytery there is much new singing, and there is much new to sing about.  Presbyteri-
ans are responding to Godôs call with Here I am, Lord.  In many ways this hymn defines what Presby-
terian Cursillo ï ñA Short Course In Christianityò ï means to Palo Duro Presbytery.  Participants at 
Cursillo find that the singing of this song powerfully affirms, in new and more compelling ways, their 
heartfelt desires to serve the Lord according to His will for them.  As their faith is deepened, as their 
lives for Christ are invigorated, and as their joy in the Lord is heightened, Cursillo participants are 
guided into closer and more personal relationships with Christ. 
 
The spiritual renewal and the growing in faith experienced at Cursillo equip and empower participants 
to go back to their homes and spread by words and deeds the Good News of the Gospels in their 
churches, households, places of work, communities, and the larger world.  Cursillo challenges people 
to be alert to the calls and commands of God, and then to live as personal agents of Christ in all as-
pects of their lives. 
 
The three-day Cursillo weekend is followed by the ñ4th Dayò ï the rest of oneôs life.  The 4th Day Com-
munity meets regularly to reinforce continued spiritual growth and to encourage its members to share 
Christ with all people, to study Godôs Word, and to support, promote, and participate in all of the pro-
grams of their churches and denomination. 
 
Cursillo goes beyond the boundaries of local churches, presbyteries, and denominations.  It brings us 
all together in Christ ï and for Christ.  As declared by the Rev. Rich Schempp, Executive Presbyter of 
Palo Duro Presbytery:  ñI can think of nothing else in the life of Palo Duro Presbytery that has had 
such a positive impact on our life together than Palo Duro Presbyterian Cursillo.ò 
 

 

APPLICATION FORMS for Palo Duro Presbyterian Cursillo #24, OCT. 7-10, 2010, are available in 
the Narthex, from the Church Office, and from www.paloduropresbytery.org (ñCamps & Retreatsò). 

 

 

EVERY person at Westminster, including YOU,  SHOULD 
be COMING-UP with IDEAS for 

 EVANGELISM! 

 

Sow the SEEDS! 
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JULY MISSIONðMEALS ON WHEELS 
Jesus said, ñFeed my sheep.ò 

 

There are many, many organizations in Abilene that feed the hungry.  MEALS 
ON WHEELS is unique in that it actually delivers the meals to the homes.  
Many recipients are handicapped and cannot get out, or needy in other ways.  
MEALS ON WHEELS also delivers breakfast twice a week as well as grocer-
ies, dog food, and library books when needed. 
 

Sally Carthel and Sue Siltman represent Westminster as drivers.   
Sally tells the story about  Mrs. P.: ñEach time I would knock on the door, her 
response would be, óOh come in, Honey.  You are my angel.  Thank you so 
much, Darlingô.  Her endearments would continue as long as I was in the 
room.  It makes me think of how grateful I should be to God for all the bless-
ings He gives me.  Why donôt I say each day, óI am so grateful that You are 
here.  Thank you for being in my heart.  You are my angel, my darling, my 
all.ôò 
 
Sue actually found one of her clients on the floor nearly unconscious and 
called 911.  Because of this, her family was able to be with her before she 
passed away.   Many times the MEALS ON WHEELS driver will be the only 
person the client sees that day. 
 
There are many opportunities for volunteers with MEALS ON WHEELS.   
                                    Maybe YOU could volunteer!! 
 

 

GIVE thanks! 
 

Year-round STEWARDSHIP of time, talents, and treasure  

(including money) of ALL of its members is 
 vital to the life of any congregation.  

The Church is about enlisting and equipping DISCIPLES  
for the work to which they are called by Christ.   

Generous STEWARDS also are committed disciples; and   
year-round stewardship is an important part of equipping disciples.   

   

GIVE thanks! 
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You Are Invited 
Katy Presswood would like to invite all of  

Westminster to the Katy Presswood and Carol Mitchell 

Art Exhibit at the Center for Contemporary Arts  

(220 Cypressñupstairs).  It is titled  

ò3 Score and Nearly 10ó.   

The reception is July 8th at the Artwalk on Thursday  

evening from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

 



 

 WESTMINSTER  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                      

 4515 SOUTH 14TH STREET                                    

 ABILENE, TX 79605-4736                       

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS REQUESTED         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________ 

 

  

USHERS AND GREETERS FOR JULY 

 

USHERS:  Jewell Halford, Jim Halford (head), Kirk Garson,  

                   and Al Windham 

 

GREETERS:  Wanda Garson and Jaime Tindall 

 

Westminster Prayer List for July 2010 
 Each week we will be praying specifically for several of our WPC families.  We invite you to join us as we 
ask Godôs blessings upon our sisters and brothers in Christ. 
 
 June 27ðJuly 3:  Betsy Brehm & Ashley, Shelby & Maggie; Wanda Garson; and Dr. Joy Shin  
 July 4ð10:  John Headstream; and James & Rebekah Chevevert & David 
 July 11ð17:  Bob & Sue Siltman; and Gordon & Valerie Obert 
 July 18ð24:  Mike Brehm; David & Carolyn Ainsworth; and Frances Barnes 
 July 25ð31:  Julia Wells; Margie Dawley; and Phyllis Core 


