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From the Pastor’s Pen... interact with one another much the same as do we.
They also worship the same triune God.

Whew! It has been one fantastic adventure travelin

to Tulcea, Romania! | know many of you have Romanians threw off the oppressive mantel of

traveled far more extensively than I, so you know c communism only nineteen years ago, 1989, but

the jet lag, frenetic schedules, and more. The trip they have come a long way since. One story my

was, however, worth the bumps along the way (of new Romanian friends shared with me is about the

which there were really very few). missionaries several U.S. denominations sent to
Romania immediately following the revolution.

| took lots of pictures (over 600), but | promise not The missionaries went thinking they would be

to subject you to all of them. I'm in the process of bringing Christianity to the people who had been

putting together a power point presentation that wil under communist rule. The Romanians politely

give you at least a glimpse of Romania and a feelir chuckled at the idea, because, you see, they have

of what | experienced. | promise that it will be no  been Christians since the third century A.D.!

more than 20-minutes long, and you will have fair There are churches, old and new, all over Romania.

warning as to when it will be shown in case you A large majority of the faithful are Romanian

want an out. Orthodox with a much smaller Roman Catholic

population. There is at least one Baptist church in
Our group of nine went as part of an ongoing Tulcea. | saw a Lutheran church in one of the cities
mission effort with the orphans of Tulcea with a German heritage.

(pronounced Tull-CHA). We went to work, which

this time was painting the exterior of the clubhouse Romania is a beautiful country and is about the

and home owned by the program, and to experiencsame size as Oregon. Their population is about the

the people and see the country. Mary Ferris is our same as Texas. Tulcea has about the same number

permanent missionary and is doing a marvelous jol of people as Abilene but covers an area about half

The program, called NOROC for short, was started the size of Abilene.

several years ago by Fred and Carolyn White from

First-Central and has blossomed into a foundation It was a wonderful trip! A tremendous experience!

operated for the most part by the Romanians But it's great to be home again.

themselves. One of the first things | learned was th

I've been pronouncing NOROC wrong. You've Christ’s Shalom,

heard me refer to NO-rock. It is properly

pronounced, Nuh-ROKE. v
( 7[(%_

What did I learn? People are people wherever you f/f

go. Their history may be different. They may come

from different heritages. They may not do things th Jim

same way. They do, however, laugh and cry, speal

with pride of their homeland, hurt, rejoice and
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Dates and Events to Remember!
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Presbyterian Women News

There will be no meetings during
July or August. The new study is Jubilee!
Luke’s Gospel for the Poor. If you would like
a study book before the September meeting,
please contact Wanda Garson at 691-8941.
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Notice about Westwind
+++July 21st— next due date! +++

If you have anything you wish to be included in the
Westwind, please send the items by e-mail to the church
office as soon as possible : office@wpcabilene.org

or put them in the Westwind box. Thanks!

YOU

areINVITED to the
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL GATHERING
that will be held at

FIRST CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

in , Texas, 325-692-3544,

onJuly 24,2008,
from 6:30pm - 8:30pm.

EVERYONE isinvited to this
Cursillo ULTREYAI

The hosts will bédavid & Phyllis Baum.

Bring a_covered disko share. Bring &iend!

Enjoy the fellowship, food, music, praise, singing,

inspiration, prayer, renewal, and lots of fun!

All_are welcomat Ultreyas, whether oot they have been to

Cursillo, or even are Presbyterians.
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July Birthdays

3 - David Shanafelt (21)
4 - Lefty Cleveland

11 - Michael Kerr

15 - Wanda Gray

16 - Elaine Leiter

17 - Amber Sullivan

Robert Gaines

18 - B.J. Mann

19 - James Chenevert

20 - Pam Veltkamp

22 - Tom Walters

25 - Frances Barnes

30 - Cecile Manter

31 - Mallory Gozdanovic
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July Anniversaries

6 - Cary & Mary Cooke
26 - Robert & Pat Gaines
30 - Gordon & Valerie Obert
31 - Don & Elaine Leiter (20 yrs.)
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Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!

If you are celebrating your birthday or anniversimg month, please lsare to attend
the after-worship coffee time @uly 13th. Your Westminster family will celebrate
with you as part of this fellowship time!
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Missions/Stewardship/ Thanks to You
From the Session ~ ~ ~ ~ June 8, 2008
PANTRY NEEDS FOR July

Jelly, canned meat (Spam-type, tuna,
chicken, etc.), bath soap, and money—Thank:
Your help is very much appreciated!

Please REMEMBER that the FIRST Sunday
of every MONTH is PANTRY DAY. Come to
worship and bring with you, FOOD (non-
perishable items) and/or MONEY (cash or
checks) for the PANTRY. The hungry people of
Abilene will THANK YOU!!

The Session of Westminster met on June 8,
discussing a number of items. One of themp
"was the survey taken by Jim of the resporjse
to his “What if...?” sermon of that morning
Of the responses, most were favorable, bjit a
number of people felt uncomfortable with {he
idea or wanted to think about it some more.
The Session discussed the matter but can

ne to
no conclusion. “What If...?” remains “Wha
if...?”

The Session also passed a number of

A Special Thanks to all!

Father’s Day at Buffalo Gap was fun for all
who attended. The Youth did a great job
leading worship for us...thank you Brenda
for all you do! Thanks also go out to the
Presby Pickers and our special
soloist, Jodi Thomas. The food was great
as usual, and this year’s silent auction
raised $111.75 for the Encampment! Sorry
if you were unable to attend...we missed
you! Maybe next year you can join us!

recommendations. The members voted to
take $50 from the Youth Fund for each of ghe
five youth intending to attend the upcoming
Celebration Event, as well as money to cqver
the gas of whoever might drive them therq.
They also voted to take $500 from Specia]
Gifts to be used for choir scholarships.
Finally, the Session voted to offer to host
Presbytery in October of 2009. This will
mean a lot of work, but it will be our turn t¢
host by then so we need to go for it.

Gary Shanafelt

Westminster Family,

Thanks for the cards and gifts that you gave me for my graduation. I'm glad that | am
part of Westminster as you have been there for my family especially my mom.

Thanks again. Rob

JESUS gave each of us The Great Commission

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations . .

Accordingly, NOW is the time for

Matthew 28:19

YOU to INVITE someone YOU

know -- or meet -- to COME with ' YOU
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Help Wanted!

If YOU would be willing to help withVACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
please contact Jewell Halford or Mary Cooke. MfacaBible School
will be onJuly 7th throughJuly 11th, from 6:00PM to 8:30PM,
at EImwood West United Methodist Church, 1302 $nPEer.

LIBRARY NEWS UPDATE

Books are the quietest and most constant of friends
and the most patient of teachers.
Charles W. Eliot, 1896

The Christian Education Committee has been working in the Library since the first of
the year. We have processed over 112 books, most of which are now on the
shelves. Multiple cards for each book have been typed for the catalog system. Book
cards have been made; and books have been covered. Several “lost” books have
been returned. The shelves now have signs noting the subjects of the books.
Several series of books have been highlighted on two shelves.

We would like to start a program in which YOU “adopt” a book, check it out, read it,
return it, and fill out a short comment form provided by the Library with:

Your name:

Title of the book:
Comment:
Recommendation:

See YOU in the Library!

A Special “Thank You” to Mark and Sheila Smith SPECIAL GIFTS DONATIONS

for the new benches to replace the one that tlex
flattened (during the storm on June 19th) as wx
as the other old one out front. Thanks also go |
Mark, Bob Siltman, Rodney Price, Scott Serrat
and Cody Brown, Bob’s grandson, for clearing
and cutting the large branches brought down b
the high winds. Thanks for keeping Westmins{
looking good!
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Aluminum Cans
Please save your aluminum cans for Jim Sul-
livan. Money raised will go to benefit the En-
campment. You may drop them off at the
church office at any time. Thanks!

for
MAY 2008
In memory of
ALDEN CATHEY
by
Robert Prentice,
Charles & Nita Stubblefield,
Sue and Bob Siltman,
Darlene Cozby,

Dene McLeod & Strawnie, Tom,
John, & Barbara McLeod,
Eleanor & Bob Hoppe, and

Nedra & Larry Black.
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Palo Duro Presbytery's
Preshyterian CURSILLO

The hymnHere | am Lorddefines in many ways wh@atursillo means to Palo Duro Presbytery of North-West
Texas. ManyCursillo participants find that the singing of this song in @wesillo setting is not just a per-
functory statement of current location, but truly affirms thgicere and intentional pledge to serve the Lord
according to His will for them.

At Cursillo special relationships -- based on a common faith and commitmeasus Christ -- are created,
strengthened, and maintained. @ursillo people learn to care about God, each other, and the world around
them. AtCursillo: faith is deepened; lives for Christ are invigorated; Clansjpy is heightened; and Chris-
tians are guided into even closer and more personal relationships with Christ.

Cursillo is a “Short Course in Christianity.” Duringursillo weekend there are talks given by clergy and lay
people, responses to these talks, worship services, celebrations o€étaiypunion, devotional moments,
small group participations, and community building events. Theoeaaésgreat people, good food, comfort-
able accommodations, fun times, inspiring music, and spirited sin@lagsillo is a camp-like experience for
all adult Presbyterians. It is a wonderful, enjoyable, energizing, andhiexgriveekend.

As has nothing else in recent memdgyrsillo has had a more positive impact on the life of Palo Duro Pres-
bytery than any other activityCursillo offers many opportunities for spiritual renewal and growth. id?art
pants experience the love that God and other Christians have for 8taffipersons are filled with the love
that they have for God and other people.

The “4" Day” is the rest of one’s life following a three-d@yrsillo weekend. The™Day Community pro-
motes and supports ti@ursillo weekends, provides prayers and expressions-of-love for participehssedf,
and encourages and reinforces its members, callesillistas to live as personal agents of Christ.

Cursillo is part of the life pilgrimage of the participant. It is tfwé beginning, or the end, of a person’s faith
journey. Neither is it essential to, nor exclusive of, the other parts of ardumalis faith experienceCursillo

is one way of growing in faith — one way of being equipped and empadvar€hristian action in the church,
home, place of work, and community.

Cursillistas have the privilege and pleasure of inviting other PresbytettaagendCursillo weekends. Palo
Duro Presbyteria€ursillos are held in April and October of each year. The cost is $155.00 senpand
scholarships may be available. Singles and married couplesbr@me; and married couples are encouraged
to attend together.

Cursillo goes beyond the boundaries of local churches, Presbyteries, and evemdgomosn It brings us all
together inChrist — and foChrist. Cursillo seeks to increase the participants’ awareness of theandllsom-
mands of God, to lead them to encounter Christ as the Living Logivédhem form, strength and resilience,
and to challenge them to shape their world after the Kingdom of Christ.
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In case you missed the sermon on June 8th entitUt if...?” you can listen to
it on audio tape. Tapes are available in the Narts well as a couple of tape
players in case you no longer have one at homeasBlbe sure to fill out a surve

AFTER you have listened...take time to hear it forngeilf!

1%

APPLICATION FORMS for Palo Duro Presbyteriddursillo #22,
OCT 30 — NOV 2, 2008
are available in the Narthear from the Church Office
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Westminster Prayer List for July 2008
Each week we will be praying specifically for several of our WPC families. We invite
you to join us as we ask God's blessings upon our sisters and brothers in Christ.

June 29th - July 5th: David & Carolyn Ainsworth; Frances Barnes;
and Gordon & Valerie Obert.
July 6th - 12th: Bob & Sue Siltman; Ed Sartain; and Mike & Nancy Brehm.
July 13th - 19th: Julia Wells; Margie Dawley; and Phyllis Core.
July 20th - 26th: Jim & Sue Sullivan; Margaret Gregory; and Betty Kruger.
July 27th - Aug. 2nd: Mark & Nancy Diggs; and Tom & Laurie Giddings,
Thomas and Daniel.

Have you never seen your name here? Remember that this list is open to
members and regulars. Contact the church office or the Shepherd’s
Committee to be assigned a Shepherd and we’ll also get you on the list!

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
4515 SOUTH 14TH STREET
ABILENE, TX 79605-4736




